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REF: AT15

Height: 24 cm (9.4")
Width: 34 cm (13.4")
Framed Height: 43 cm (16.9")
Framed Width: 51 cm (20.1")

Description

AUSTIN TAYLOR
(1908-1992)

The Tower and the Thames

Signed and dated I.r.. AUSTIN/TAYLOR 1964, inscribed with title I.I.
Watercolour
Framed

24 by 34 cm., 9% by 13 % in.
(frame size 43 by 51 cm., 17 by 20 in.)

Austin Taylor was born in Bolton, Lancashire. The family emigrated to Winnipeg in Canada in 1912, and in
1917 his father, who had joined the Canadian Army, was killed in France. At the age of fourteen Austin was
obliged to leave school and work to support his family. During this time he took evening classes at the
Winnipeg School of Art where he was taught by “Group of Seven” artist Lemoine Fitzgerald. He was able to
use his drawing skills working as an illustrator for Bridgens, the outfitters, making drawings for their mail-
order catalogues. In 1943 he was called up but never served outside Canada. Following the war he studied
in the USA, joining the Art Students’ League in New York. He emigrated to England in 1948 and set himself
up as an artist. He married Winifred, who supported him on her teacher’s salary and also posed as his
model in the evenings. He exhibited at the Leicester Galleries, Redfern Gallery and St George’s Gallery. In
1980 he entered for the Greater London Council’s Spirit of London art competition, winning second prize for
a painting of the London Underground. The following year he entered the competition again and won first
prize. A posthumous retrospective exhibition of his work was held at Duncan Campbell Fine Art, London.
Works by him are in the collections of the Canadian War Museum, London Transport Museum and
Hunterian Art Gallery, Glasgow.
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