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Description

MARIE PALMER-SMITH(1899-1997)
Toy Soldiers
Bears artist’s studio stamp on the reverseBlack ink and gouache, collage, unframed in mount
23.5 by 17 cm., 9 ¼ by 6 ¾ in.(mount size 38 by 31 cm., 15 by 12 ¼  in.)
Marie Palmer Smith was born in King’s Norton, Worcestershire. Known as Bay to her friends and family, the
Christian name Palmer was after a favourite uncle and from an early age she used the name in her
signature and later hyphenated it to her surname. The family moved to Worcester where she attended the
Alice Ottley School and later the School of Art and Design at the Victoria Institute. By the late 1920s and
early 1930s she was working as a commercial graphic artist, primarily commissioned by local businesses to
provide advertising and marketing material including catalogue covers, packaging, posters, window displays
and Christmas cards. He clients included Milwards Knitting and Sewing Needles; the confectioners, Clarke,
Nickolls & Coombs; Abell & Smith, Electricals and Manders Paints. In 1941 her home in Worcester was
damaged by an air raid and she moved to Malvern where she ran a sweet shop. She married John Bennett
and together they devoted themselves to the study, photography and conservation of nature. For many
years she was President of the Worcestershire Naturalists’ Club.
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