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REF: 375150

Height: 21 cm (8.3")

Width: 25.5 cm (10")

Framed Height: 37.5 cm (14.8")
Framed Width: 42 cm (16.5")

Description

GEORGE MORLAND (1763-1804)

A Donkey

Oil on canvas

21 by 25.5 cm., 8 by 10 in. (frame size 37.5 by 42 cm., 14 by 16 in.)
Provenance: Christie’s London, 1 December 1906, lot 111.

Morland was born in London. His early life was tumultuous, with controversial accounts of his father
imprisoning his son to produce forgeries of Dutch and Flemish paintings for his own profit. When he
escaped his father’s house he was further exploited by an art dealer in the same fashion. Eventually he
established himself as a painter of animal subjects and rustic genre. His early work was influenced by
Francis Wheatley but after the 1790s he came into own style. He enjoyed significant success in his later life
and was well known for his wild living in London. His career was cut short by his arrest for debt and the
subsequent loss of use of his left hand due to palsy, which he contracted in prison. Despite this, he
continued to paint until his death in 1804 at the age of 41.
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